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of loth November 1518, Katharine was delivered
of a daughter, " to the vexation of as many as
knew it," and King and nation mourned together,
now that, after all, a Frenchman might reign over
England.
To Katharine this last disappointment was bitter
indeed.     Her husband, wounded and irritated, first
in   his  pride,   and   now in his   national   interests,
avoided her ; her own country and kin had lost the
English tie that meant so much to them, and she
herself,   in  poor   health   and  waning   attractions,
could only mourn her misfortunes,  and cling more
closely than ever to her one darling child, Mary,
for the new undesired infant girl had died as soon
as it was born.    The ceaseless round of masking,
mummery, and dancing, which so much captivated
Henry, went on without abatement, and Katharine
perforce  had to take her part in it;   but  all  the
King's tenderness was now shown not to his wife
but to his little daughter, whom he carried about in
his arms and praised inordinately.1   So frivolous and
familiar indeed had Henry's behaviour grown that
his Council took fright,  and,  under the thin veil of
complaints against the behaviour of his boon com-
panions, Carew, Peachy, Wingfield, and Brian, who
were banished from Court, they took Henry himself
seriously to task.    The four French hostages, held
for the payment of the war indemnity, were also
feasted  and  entertained  so  familiarly  by Henry,
under Wolsey's influence, as to cause deep discon-
tent to the  lieges,  who  had always looked upon
France as an enemy, and knew that the unpopu-
lar Cardinal's  overwhelming display was paid for
1 See Giustiani's letters in the Venetian Calendars of the date.